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“Maturity...God Help Us!™*
Rev. James Lamkin

Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13;
Mark 1:21-28

Rabbi Ed Friedman used to say that God was meesiad in our maturity than in our comfort; andshel that truth shows

up in the Bible’s frequently challenging texts.
That seems to be the case today. These scripgmees piece of work. They are more challenging $ichn comforting. If

preaching were like poker, I'd fold and ask theleetor a new hand.
One is about demon possession in a house of vppr$ta other is about a raging controversy in tret €entury about meat

offered to idols.



| doubt if any of you have wondered about eithairdy this past week. But if you have a questibis is your lucky day. How
do you apply either of these to any of us?

Now, after tasting some of the spicy chili dowirstayou may wonder if the meat therein has beernfgad to the Louisiana
god of hot sauce: Tabasco. Or you may have wallexy &rom a church committee meeting scratching yoead... sure of demon
possession. But other than those isolated incidendde scriptures seem so foreign.

Not one of these topics has been brought up iresigential debate. Nothing here about the neegofis, or immigration
reform, or the US economy which swims in the ooefaie world economy, or is health care accesxarjuor a human right, or the
Middle East boiling pot and what part US foreigrdipoplays in that. Any of these topics would bé&ekant.

But no, we get demons and faith based diets.

On the other hand though the topics are bizaneefamiliar theme that Rabbi Friedman mentioneithése in the substrata of
the texts: God is invested in our maturity. Andugb our ripening may not always be pretty, it maypbofound and bring strength to
your life and courage to others. Maybe these sagstcan call us to maturity with God'’s help.

| want to take the Gospel lesson, then the epsiteshow you what | mean.

Maturity...God help us...and God help us claim it!

Jesus walks into a synagogue and right off theésbetcosted by a man with an unclean spirit.

Now we are only 21 verses into Mark’s gospel. Gaiap, verse 21.

Mark has no time for shepherds in the fields kegpvatch over their flocks. No Wise Men from afido little Lord Jesus no
crying he makes. Mark doesn’t need mangers, angeksyen the Virgin Birth to tell us who JesusHer his Jesus was the one who
clams storms, heals sick, and exorcises demons. cased.

Mark catapults the reader right into the middleh&f room with Jesus the miracle worker and ifpigaius to deal with it.

If the Gospel of Mark were a video game, it wobédAngry Birds. We are hurled by a sling shot, peitgul by urgency.

When the disciples don’t even know who Jesusis,guy with the unclean spirit does. Jesus iswatie authority.

The story happens within anclusio—before and aft the people comment on Jesus’ atyhor

I've always imagined that to have stood in thespree of Jesus of Nazareth, was to have felt tiaepof the presence of
God. What Moses felt at the burning bush. What 3deth as he wrestled with the angel, and what Saffawed at the absurdity of
what God can do.

Some felt AH HA. Others, like this demonized gigft OH NO.

“Have you come to destroy us?” the guy asks Jddaos.Jesus had come to restore. Though the hewalasm't pretty—
convulsing and crying--it was effective and themdigght man was made well by the authority of Jesus

Authority comes from a deep place. It comes frdentity. We are allowed to eavesdrop on the ingntanversation among
thee trinity as a voice comes from heaven, justva Yerses before this one: “You are my son, theveel. With you | am well
pleased.”



Authority and identity are two of the big threentljs that teenagers/adolescents deal with...and pgagents. The third is
boundaries. Authority...how do | use my power? Idgntivho am | now? And boundaries...where do | stop @hers start?

God put teenagers in the world to help the resisajrow up and mature for we deal with those tthiggys lifelong.

Parenting teenagers is a challenge because wetpdoeget that we are trying to relate to a peratwo doesn'’t live there
anymore.

As we age we have to keep asking the question ‘avhd now”...now that | can no longer slide into segtonow that | can no
longer eat spicy foods after 7 pm, no longer didbies, am no longer husband of, or wife of, or GE®r employee of, or now that
no one asks my opinion anymore....

The church Inc. also has an identity/authoritgisriAt one time, the Christian church was motfiée parent in control who
blessed or at least tolerated other faiths. Nowiststster and sibling. And God forbid sometimesceo practice is scheduled at 11
a.m. on Sunday morning. Who is the church now?

Maybe Mark put Jesus first miracle in a place ofship to show that religious institutions needreigms, as well.

It baffled the scribes and Pharisees and legagrx where Jesus got his authority. But the angsvitle same place you get
yours. Like the line in our church’s anniversaryrinywritten by Bedford Davis. It comes “From wittand from above.”

William Sloan Coffin said, “We are called, notpicove ourselves, but to express ourselves, andhatt avdifference there is
between expressing and proving.”

Maturity...God, help us claim it...maturing by the grace of God.

But secondly, Maturity...God help us live into it through the love of God.

Reading | Corinthians is like reading mail thatswent sent to us. It is time stamped and placefspec

Though no one today wonders about meat offereddats, we do wonder about the fine line betweeredmem and
responsibility. That is the subtext of the text.

Evidently some of the beginner Christians werensting in their faith because some of the interragdliChristians weren’t
worried about this meat offered to idols issue. Andhat Paul wouldn’t be a cause for any to stentie decides to not eat meat.

Though it all sounds silly to me, food always hasl a faith tie-in. To sit down to eat is a poétispiritual act. Right? Stand
where you want to in the store, but when you swrd@t the food counter in the 50’s and 60’s...whitey...suddenly food is a
political issue.

Though Paul appears to stay, “if it's controvdrsagoid it,” he later doesn’t live by that. Nobodsgn. He takes stands; and not
all can stand with him. Being a Christian churcimag about avoiding controversy; we can’t be heddthge by the lowest common
denominator. Being a Christian church is about @irelate to one anothehen thereis controversy.

Eventually, Paul has had enough with the Corimthi@nd their nit-picky questions. They probably had enough of Paul and
his nit-picky personality. But one of them finalbyeaks into song, “if | speak with the tongues afrtals and of angels, but do not
have love, | am a noisy gong or clanging cymbah&ii he bears down on what abides: faith, hopearg] but the greatest is love.



Naively, | didn’t think my home church ever hachtroversyi, till there was a vote on whether we sthieep our theater seats
or get pews. The theater seats were installeckitetie 40’s. They were there when | came alon@b81

One patriarch threatened, “If the church getsofithese theater seats and replaces them with gewsgjoing to move my
membership to another church!” Whereupon anothenioee said, “Well if you move to another church, yoast definitely will sit
on pews.”

The greatest mark of maturity is behavior. It @/&. Opinions may vary, but love should not.

This is love with a backbone—Ilove that claimsaitghority.

This is love that is not vaguely aware, but Idvat iis clear with an identity birthed in the hezrGod.

This is love that is not just well-intentioned,tBove that is focused, boundaried, knowing thatoaa't be all things to all
people, but we can give the gift of who we arertp who wish to receive it.

That is maturity—claimed as best we can; and leatlas best we can through love.

And that is our homework, this week and every wdeken.

*These are some of the notes James Lamkin uga@aching the morning sermon.



